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Child-Centered Practices in an Alternative School:

The Lens of Reggio Emilia Philosophy at Mino Kodomo no Mori Gakuen
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Abstract: Although the "Basic Act on Children's Policy" was enacted in April 2023 to align
domestic laws with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the status of children's rights in
Japan remains critical, as evidenced by increasing truancy and suicide rates among school-aged
children. Against this backdrop, this study examines the educational practices of "Mino Kodomo
no Mori Gakuen," an alternative school, through the lens of the Italian Reggio Emilia Approach
(RA).

RA defines education as both a right of all children and a responsibility of the community,
emphasizing the child's participation as a "citizen" whose ideas are respected. In contrast, current
Japanese schools are often criticized as "masculinized", prioritizing efficiency, discipline, and
homogeneity while marginalizing emotional expression. In RA, recognizing a child's citizenship
necessitates centering the "heterogeneous other" who has historically been marginalized. Despite
lacking official accreditation and facing institutional instability, Mino Kodomo no Mori attempts to
construct a democratic learning space grounded in the thorough protection of individual rights.

The analysis of the school's daily circle dialogues and consensus-based assemblies reveals that
children treat individual difficulties as collective issues. By rejecting majority rule in favor of
consensus, the school cultivates an environment where negative emotions are accepted rather
than excluded as "noise." This psychological safety enables essential dialogue. Staff members
participate not as instructors but as co-learners and researchers. Consequently, the school
functions not as a venue for knowledge transmission, but as a "laboratory of democracy" that
nurtures "good citizens" through unpredictable interactions. This practice of coexistence with
diverse others and dialogue-based consensus building offers a vital model for the future of public

education in an increasingly diverse Japanese society.
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